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Agenda

• Understanding the concepts
• What is copyright?
• What is Creative Commons?
• What is open access?

• The Creative Commons (CC) licenses
• Purpose and benefits

• The effect of copyright transfer to
publishers

• Tools to use: DOAJ and JISC Open 
Policy Finder



What is 
copyright?

• Protects original works from 
unauthorized use.

• Lasts for the life of the author 
plus a set number of years 
(usually 70) after death.



Copyright 
–

Economic 
rights

Reproduction Right: The right to make 
copies of the work.

Distribution Right: The right to distribute 
copies of the work to the public.

Right of Rental and Lending: The right to 
rent or lend the work to the public.

Adaptation Right: The right to create 
derivative works based on the original work



Copyright –
Moral rights

Right of Attribution: The right 
to be recognized as the author 
of the work.

Right of Integrity: The right to 
prevent any distortion, 
mutilation, or modification of 
the work that could harm the 
author's reputation.



What is 
Creative 
Commons?

 A non-profit organization providing
free standardized licenses for 
copyrighted works.
https://creativecommons.org/

 Facilitates the sharing and reuse
of creative works in a legally
standardized and sound manner
by the use of CC licenses.



Open Access – more 
than just access

• Open Access is the condition where the 
copyright holder of a scholarly work 
grants usage rights to others using an 
open license (Creative Commons or 
equivalent) 

…allowing for immediate free access to 
the work and permitting any user to read, 
download, copy, distribute, print, search, 
or link to the full texts of articles, crawl 
them for indexing, pass them as data to 
software, or use them for any other lawful 
purpose.



Why CC 
licenses?

• CC licenses provide everyone, from individuals to 
large organizations, with a standardized way to use 
creators' works under copyright law. For those 
looking to reuse a copyrighted work, CC licenses 
answer the question: 'What can I do with this work?‘

• There are six licenses in total, each providing varying 
degrees of permissions depending on what elements 
are used (4 elements)

• It is worth noting a recording of a lecture given online 
on October 22, 2024, 'How Creative Commons is 
Advancing Open Access,' by Anna Tumadóttir, the 
recently appointed Executive Director of Creative 
Commons.

• See also a recent brochure in Icelandic about CC 
licenses from LBS-HBS.
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Four 
elements 
– Six 
licenses
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Public domain licenses

= Waiving copyright

= Expiration of copyright

Overview of public domain licenses is available here: https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/8/88/Publicdomain.pdf



Artwork images in the Public Domain



Benefits of CC licenses

• Open up the work: From all rights reserved to some 
rights reserved

• They reduce uncertainties and explain terms of use
• They are international standard licenses
• They are machine readable
• They enhance scientific collaboration
• They promote verification of research
• They are required by funders, publishers or institutions



Some facts to
remember

• CC licences are binding and cannot 
be revoked by licensor

• Only copyrightable works can be 
CC licensed

• Only the copyright holder(s) can 
apply a CC license

• CC licenses are not recommended 
for licensing software



You are about to 
publish an article…

• But… there are things to 
take into consideration 
when communicating with 
the publisher!
• What kind of an 
agreement will you make? 



1) Transfer of copyright



2) License to publish

a) Exclusive license to publish
(…mostly the same outcome as transfer of copyright)

b) Non-exclusive licence to publish

NOTE: With a CC licence on a work the creator can – without 
transferring copyright – grant certain permissions to use a 
work, whether or not under specific conditions, directly to a 
third party.





The 
agreements 
depend on 
the journal



Tools 
- to look up the agreements
/licenses for each journal

• DOAJ (only open access journals – no hybrid journals)
doaj.org 

• Jisc Open Policy finder
https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/







JISC

By looking up a specific 
journal in the JISC 
Open Policy Finder, you 
can find links to the 
journal's 
copyright/Licence to 
Publish policy.



Nature



When you
publish
open
access….

• When you publish ‘open access’ most
publishers will ask you to choose a CC license
for your work or to choose between certain
licences. 

• Increasingly, also funders have requirements as 
to which CC licence has to be applied, because
they want to make sure that the research they
fund is reused as widely as possible.



CC licences
and open
access

If you publish your work open access with a publisher,
preprint server or repository, usually you need to
choose a specific CC license when signing the
publishing contract. 

On the other hand – if no publisher is involved: if you want
to make your work public with a CC license, you can simply
mark your work with the specific CC license you want to
use:

This work is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of

this licence, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

by/4.0.

or

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons

Attribution 4.0 International License.

or



Final advice
• Try to familiarize yourself with the various CC 

licenses

• Learn to use tools like DOAJ and JISC Open Policy 
Finder to look up rights and CC licenses for journals

• Make sure to thoroughly read and understand the 
agreement you make with a publisher.

• Try to avoid „Transfer of copyright“ when dealing
with publishers – if possible



Thank you!

Margrét Gunnarsdóttir
Landsbókasafn-Háskólabókasafn

margret.gunnarsdottir@landsbokasafn.is
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