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Open Access – not just access!

“Open Access is the condition where the copyright holder of 
a scholarly work grants usage rights to others using an open 
license (Creative Commons or equivalent) that allows for 
immediate, free access to the work and permits any user to 
read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the 
full texts of articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as 
data to software, or use them for any other lawful purpose .”

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
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Concept clarifications

Green Open Access
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Concept clarifications

Gold Open Access
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Concept clarifications

Hybrid Open Access
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Concept clarifications

Diamond Open Access
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Concept clarifications

Open Access

Bronze Open Access

Reuse license

No reuse license
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Copyright is about control

Right to reproduce or copy

Right to distribute

Right to adapt or modify

Right to display or perform

Economic Rights

Right of paternity

Right of integrity

Moral Rights
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Literary works Artistic works Not protected

• Ideas

• Opinions 

• Facts

• Natural 
phenomena

• And a lot
more…

What’s protected?

Images: Flaticon.com - Not covered by the CC license
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All rights reserved

”The Little Mermaid”

Artist: Edvard Eriksen (1876-1959)

Public domain in 2029!
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Copyright Transfer Agreement (CTA)

Submission Peer review Editation
Accepted by 

publisher
Article in 

preparation
Typesetting Published

300 million DKK annually*

*Source: https://sciencereport.dk/samfund/danmark-bruger-300-
mio-kr-om-aaret-paa-forskningstidsskrifter/

Preprint Postprint / AAM Version of Record
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Legal authority to set up paywalls

Kosmidis, E., Shuttle, C. G., Preobraschenski, J., Ganzella, M., Johnson, P. J., Veshaguri, S., Holmkvist, J., Møller, M. P., Marantos, O., Marcoline, F., Grabe, M., Pedersen, J. L., Jahn, R., & Stamou, D. (2022). 
Regulation of the mammalian-brain V-ATPase through ultraslow mode-switching. Nature, 611(7937), Art. 7937. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05472-9 - Not covered by the CC license.

Open Access and Creative Commons licenses in the light of copyright
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Benefits of CC licenses

• Open up the work: From all rights reserved to some rights reserved

• They reduce uncertainties and explicate terms of use

• They are international standard licenses

• They are machine readable

• They enhance scientific collaboration

• They promote verification of research

• They are required by funders, publishers or institutions
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Notice...

• CC licencing is binding and cannot be revoked by licensor

• Only copyrightable works can be CC licensed

• Only the copyright holder(s) can apply a CC license

• CC licenses are not recommended for licensing software

Open Access and Creative Commons licenses in the light of copyright



Four license elements | Six licenses

Most open

Least open

License overview available here: https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/6d/6licenses-flat.pdf - Used under CC0
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https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/6d/6licenses-flat.pdf


Public domain dedications

Overview of public domain licenses is available here: https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/8/88/Publicdomain.pdf

Expiration of copyright

Waiving copyright
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https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/8/88/Publicdomain.pdf


Custom made licenses

License regulations on AM versions from Springer

Accepted manuscript terms of use: https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/policies/accepted-manuscript-terms - Not covered by the CC license
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https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/policies/accepted-manuscript-terms


Toll access article

Rix, R. W. (2020). The Poetics of Penal Transportation: Robert 
Southey’s Botany-Bay Eclogues. Eighteenth-Century Studies, 
53(3), 429–446. https://doi.org/10.1353/ecs.2020.0040 - Not 
covered by the CC license

Lebret, A. (2020). COVID-19 pandemic and derogation to human 
rights. Journal of Law and the Biosciences, 7(1), lsaa015. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015 - Used under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

Open Access article
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https://doi.org/10.1353/ecs.2020.0040
https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en


Lincenses used by gold and hybrid OA journals

Licenses used by gold and hybrid OA journals in DOAJ by Thomas Shafee is used under a CC BY 4.0
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_access#/media/File:DOAJ_licenses.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Evolution_and_evolvability
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Sherpa Romeo

Journal name: Cell Metabolism | ISSN: 1932-7420 

Sherpa Romeo: https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ - Screenshot used under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
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https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Charges of CC licenses depending on license choice

Wolters Kluwer’s hybrid Open Access options
Screenshot from website: https://wkauthorservices.editage.com/open-access/hybrid.html - Not covered by the CC license
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https://wkauthorservices.editage.com/open-access/hybrid.html


The DOAJ website’s content is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

CC BY (10066)
CC BY-NC (3905)
CC BY-NC-ND (4287)
CC BY-NC-SA (1865)
CC BY-ND (351)
CC BY-SA (1566)
CC0 (274)
Public domain (7)
Publisher's own license (275)
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Open Access= Retainment of copyright? Nope.

The DOAJ website’s content is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0
Lebret, A. (2020). COVID-19 pandemic and derogation to human rights. Journal of Law and the 
Biosciences, 7(1), lsaa015. https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015 - Used under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
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https://doaj.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Elsevier: Copyright is available here: https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright - Not covered by the CC license
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If the author retains
copyright

If copyright is transferred to 
publisher

Licensor Licensor

Licensees Licensees

The CC license 
terms do not apply 
to the licensor

The CC license terms 
do not apply to the 
licensor

©
Author

Readers

©
Publisher

Publisher Readers Author

Images: Flaticon.com - Not covered by the CC license
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Green Open Access= Often Bronze Open Access

Screenshots of KUnet: https://kunet.ku.dk/work-areas/research/publishing/open_access/embargo-periods/Pages/default.aspx
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Requires proper metadata

Accepted manuscript of (available here): 
Goren, H., Maxwell, C., & Yemini, M. (2019). Israeli teachers make sense of global citizenship education in a divided society- religion, marginalisation and economic globalisation. 
Comparative Education, 55(2), 243–263. https://doi.org/10.1080/03050068.2018.1541660 - Not covered by the CC license

Open Access and Creative Commons licenses in the light of copyright

https://static-curis.ku.dk/portal/files/250435702/Goren_Maxwell_Yemini_2019.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/03050068.2018.1541660


Questions?
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